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Andrew Askin lost at sea 1918, American Legion Post 479 dedicated to him  

HISTORY begins with MIDLAND CEMETERY 



Letter from the President of Friends of Midland    May 27, 2017 

Dear Friends of Midland, 

History marches on at Midland Cemetery.  

The front cover is the announcement of Andrew T. Askin, who was a United States Navy 

soldier during World War I. After researching this young man, he like many military personal 

goes off to protect the American way. Andrew’s story is short, as he died at the tender age of 

twenty-two. He was only in the service for less than a year before tragedy struck the ship 

named US collier Cyclops. Although there is not much documented information found due to 

the sinking of the ship and the death of everyone on board, one can only surmise what he 

had to endure while on the ship working prior to his death.  Below are excerpt from the 

Harrisburg Telegraph newspaper concerning his journey.   

Andrew Askin, colored, of Steelton, a son of Mrs. Annie Bailor, and believed 

to have been lost because of the failure of the U. S. Collier cyclops to appear in 

port, had a narrow escape from death several months ago, his mother said 

today. In the last letter she received from him in February he told that the 

ship had nearly been blown up by one of its own mines while In South 

American waters. 

The report that Askin was probably lost was received by Mrs. Bailor last night 

in a telegram from the Navy Department. He enlisted a year ago at Atlantic 

City and was an assistant cook on the collier. 

In honor of him, veteran African American military men got together and were able to have 

the: Andrew Askin American Legion Post 479 named after him. This post was located on 

Ridge Street in Steelton. Andrew was not born nor raised in Steelton and only lived here for a 

short time however his mother and many of his siblings did live here for a number of years. 

Although his life was short his memory will last forever with the history of the Legion and the 

US Navy in their books of history.    

As the Friends of Midland gather to honor all of the veterans, take time to reflect on our 

ancestor who fought for our freedom and paved the way in unity of American history.  

Thank you for your support and prayers in the continued restoration and preservation while 

using these hallowed grounds for education.  

With warm regards, 

Barbara Barksdale, President of Friends of Midland 



Friends of Midland 

Annual Memorial Service 

Welcome all  
 

PROCESSION 
 
Master of Ceremony:      Mr. Bryan Wade 
 
Placing of Colors:      American Legion Post 733 and the  

3rd United States Colored Troops re-enactors 
 
Pledge of Allegiance:            Attendees 
 
National Anthem:     Antoine Randolph Watts & Crystal Kemp 

 
Opening Prayer:          Rev. Nathaniel Brown, Beulah Baptist Church 

 
Musical Selection:      Spiritual Messengers  
 
Keynote Speaker:  Mr. Calobe Jackson, Post 733 historian 
 
Remarks:      Senator Folmer, Pa 48th District 
 
Remarks:       Swatara Township Comm. Tom Connolly 
 
Lincoln Gettysburg  Address:    Daron Anthony Coleman, SHHS 8th grade 
 
Musical Selection:     Spiritual Messengers 
 
Remarks:       LTC Marian Crosson, USA (Ret) 
 
Remarks:            Steelton Borough Councilman Jeff Wright 
 
Remarks:      Oscar Douglas, PA House Rep Kim office 
    
Special Comments:             3rd USCT Re-enactors of Philadelphia 
 
Musical Selection:     Spiritual Messengers 
 
Presentations and Closing Remarks:    Barbara Barksdale, Pres of Friends of Midland 
 
Salute of Volley and Taps:     3rd United States Colored Troops re-enactors 
 
Closing Prayer:       Rev. Nat Brown 

 
Spiritual Messengers will continue with songs 

  



Friends of Midland Sponsors 

United States Colored Troop 
HB McClure Company 

William Howard Day Cemetery/Matt Seyler 
 
 

        Buffalo Soldiers         Tuskegee Airman 
St. Lawrence Club        Sylvester Slade 

 
Thank you for your support 

 
Bradley Orion Miller – Eagle Scout 

Crafted three benches and rehabbed one bench which you will see around the cemetery. 
Since 1912 more than two million Boy Scouts have earned the Eagle Scout award – Scouting’s 
highest rank advancement. Eagle Scouts exemplify the virtues of service, leadership, and duty 
to God, using their training and influenced to better their communities and the world. 
Bradley will receive his official court of honor on June 3, 2017. He is the third Scout to receive 
this honor by doing a special project at Midland Cemetery.  

Congratulations Bradley 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2016 Members/Contributors/Supporters  

 
Members 

Angela Preston 

Anna Stannard Carter 

Audrey Splawn 

Barbara Jean Baker 

Bernie Stevenson 

Betty Floyd 

Beula Mack 

Bruce Horner 

Catherine Finley 

Cynthia Dix  

Dan Stern & Brenda 

Barrett 

Darlene Johnson 

Donna Bauserman 

Donna Graham 

Edward & Minnie 

Siegfried 

Herbert Maxwell 

Eleanor Keys 

 

Elizabeth Jefferies 

Florence Mosby 

Freddie Player 

Ida Proctor 

Jane Phillips 

Jason Umberger 

John & Rosetta Archie 

John Brunner 

Joseph Jordan 

Nancy Brunner 

Nolen D. Curtis 

Peggy Chivis 

Phillip Clark 

Ralph (Buzzy) Reed 

Ray Spencer 

Robert L Austin 

Ron Chivis 

Ronald McKamey 

Samuel Chivis 

Sylvester Slade 

Tom Cook  

Valerie C. Ketchen  

William Carelock 

William Clark 

Churches 

Beulah Baptist 

Mt Zion Missionary Baptist 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 

Supporters/contributors 

Community Networking 

Resources, LLC 

Deloitte Consulting, LLP 

Ephraim Slaughter Post 733 

Giant Foods (Hbg) 

Home Depot (Hbg) 

Hooper Memorial Inc. 

Marlaôs Place 

Natural Hairage Beauty Salon 

Omega Phi Psi  

Paxton Lodge #16 

Rep Patty Kim   

Spiritual Messengers  

St. Lawrence Club #13 

Steelton Borough 

Swatara Township 

Ted Knorr/Negro League 

Weis markets 

 

Friends of Midland Board 

Barbara Barksdale 

Sharon Harris 

Clayton Carelock 

David Harris 

Herman Thomas 

 
Ancillary support 

Jim Lunn 

Jeanie Glaser 

The ARC program 

DC Adult Probation and Parole 

 



Please add your name to this list with your new membership and or contribution. Contact us for more information 

at www.Midlandcemetery.org or mscmtyldy@aol.com  

  

 

Am Hof Stables  
 

Honoring the veterans of all wars 
 

William Brunner 
John Brunner 

James Brunner 

 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 733 

SAL COMMANDER 

LIONEL LESTER 

AND 

MEMBERS 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

In memory of our veterans 

Trinity Lutheran Church

 
Est 1888 

221 South Second Street 

Steelton, PA 17113 

Rev Larson 

 

 

mailto:mscmtyldy@aol.com


 

 In Loving Memory of 

 

    Phillip A. Clark 
            June 1936 – August 2015 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MY FAMILY BURIED AT MIDLAND CEMETERY 

Charles W. Stannard, SR. (Father) Mary Brooks Stannard (Mother) 

Mosella Stannard Washington (Sister)        Mabel G. Stannard (Sister) 

Katherine Douglas (Grandmother)  Rev. Edward Bland (Uncle) 

Sally Bland (Aunt) 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MY FAMILY BURIED 

Charles W. Stannard, Jr., James L. Stannard (my brothers buried in Philadelphia)  

Ellis P. Carter (Husband) buried at Fort Indiantown Gap 

LOVE 

Anna Stannard Carter 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF MY 

GRANDPARENTS 

George and Jennie Roebuck 

“The threads which binds 

generation to generation 

are grandchildren” 

-B. Roebuck-Mack 

 



Bryan Wade is a native of Harrisburg, Pa and is graduate of York College of PA with a BA in 
Education. With seventeen years of television, radio and documentary experience his credits 
include: twelve years producing the television series “Worlds Apart”, for which he created over 
600 half-hour programs. His latest documentary was procured as a consultant, narrator and guest 
interviewer for the recently completed Oral History project with the National Civil War Museum 
in Harrisburg, Pa.  

He has produced media productions from gubernatorial dialogue with former governors to the 
award-winning documentary entitled Project Ujima. His most recent public service venture is his 
historic oral history project which explores the lives of several African American servicemen and 
women that were either born or resided in the greater Harrisburg area. Look for the release of 
this documentary in September of 2017.    

Rev. Nathan A. Brown accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior and Lord as a teenager. He surrendered 
his will to the Lord and accepted the call to ministry to teach and preach God's Word. Where 
received his Bachelor and Master's degrees in Ministry at Andersonville Baptist Seminary in 
Camilla Ga. was ordain under the leadership of the later Rev. Dr. T.O. Wilson in Mt. Zion 
Missionary Baptist Church of Steelton. Rev. Brown has served as Pastor of United Missionary 
Baptist Church of Harrisburg; Associates Minister and Direct of New Harvest Ministry at Goodwin 
Memorial Baptist Church; Interim Pastor, Tabernacle Baptist Church, Harrisburg; Interim Pastor of 
Beulah Baptist Church Steelton, Pa. Rev. Brown has been joined in Holy Matrimony to his wife 
Mrs. Joann Erby Brown 36 years ago. He has six children and ten grandchildren; twelve great-
grandchildren. 

Mike Folmer may be best known for the 87-year-old, landmark produce store that bore his family 
name in Lebanon, Pennsylvania. But it’s from a lifetime of living and working in the Lebanon 
community that he’s maintained a solid reputation as a civic leader and businessman. 

As a college student at Grace College in Winona Lake, Indiana, Mike paid tuition by selling 
produce door-to-door in a converted pick-up truck from his father’s business. It was the first of 
many successes as an entrepreneur. Mike received a degree in History from Grace College in 
1978. 

Mike is a founding member of the Constitutional Organization of Liberty, a community-wide 
educational project designed to promote awareness of America’s founding principles. 

Senator Folmer’s signature legislative accomplishment is Act 16 of 2016, which allows the use of 
medical cannabis in Pennsylvania for certain medical conditions.  He led a bipartisan educational 
effort to allow patients access to medical cannabis, another arrow in their quiver to fight their 
illness. 

He currently serves as Chairman of the Senate State Government.  Other committee assignments 
include Education; Intergovernmental Operations; Labor and Industry; Communications and 
Technology and Rules and Executive Nominations. 

Mike and his wife, Shelia, reside in Lebanon City and have two grown children and seven 
grandchildren. 



 Lincoln Gettysburg  Address:    Daron Anthony Coleman,  

Student at Steelton Highspire Junior High School - 8th grade. He is a good student who enjoys 
sports and fishing. His proud parents are Marcellus and Monique Coleman. 

Marian Crosson is a combat veteran who enjoyed a 20-year career in the Ordnance Corps with the 
US Army.  She retired from active duty as a Lieutenant Colonel on 1 June 2000.   

Marian began her civil service career in May 2002 as a Strategic Planner at the DLA Distribution 
Headquarters in New Cumberland, PA.  Her most rewarding assignment as a civilian thus far was 
as the Director, DLA Distribution Bahrain in the Kingdom of Bahrain from January 2009 to August 
2012.       

Ms.  Crosson earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from the 
University of Pittsburgh and Master of Arts degree in Organization and Personnel management 
from Central Michigan University.  

She is a native of Steelton, Pennsylvania and a Civil War, Buffalo Soldier and Korean Conflict 
veteran descendant. 

Oscar L. Douglas, Jr. is a lifelong resident of Harrisburg and a 1972 graduate of Penn State 
University in Middletown, PA. where he majored in Psychology. 

From 1972 until  1975, he worked for WTPA TV-FM.  He started out as an announcer at WTPA-FM 
radio, the Easy Listening Station where he also read the news twice a day. 

Also, at WTPA-TV he served as an announcer and cameraman, provided voice over’s for 
commercials and public service announcements.  Beginning in 1978 until 1981, he worked at 
WFEC Radio, starting as a weekend DJ, and eventually worked his  way up to be the Station’s 
Program Director.  

Then, in 1981, he returned to television at WHTM-TV where he worked as a Photographer, 
covering local and professional sports, general news stories and weather features with reporters.   

In December 1985, he began serving as City Clerk and remained in that position until 2002, when 
he transferred to the Harrisburg Bureau of Police as Community Policing Coordinator until his 
retirement in October of 2006 with more than 20 years of service. 

In January 2015, he began working for State Representative Patty Kim as an Administrative 
Assistant in the House 103rd Legislative District and currently serves in that position at her new 
Kline Village Office.  

Steelton Borough president Jeffery Wright, also a veteran, always attends Midland Cemetery 
events. He is very active in community affairs and has been the leader of moving Steelton 
forward over the years with many efforts. 

  



 

Andrew Askin Obituary 

February 6, 1896 – June 14, 1918 

Written by Barbara Barksdale 

 

Andrew Theodore Askin, 22 years of age, born in Baltimore Maryland, the son of William and 

Annie Askin, died on the ship known as the US collier Cyclops which was lost at sea on March 

4, 1918.  Assistant Secretary of the Navy Franklin D. Roosevelt declared Cyclops to be 

officially lost, and all hands declared legally deceased as of June 14, 1918. Andrew was 

survived by his mother Mrs. Annie Bailor, siblings Gussie, Sedonia, Alberta, Walter, Ethel, 

Dallett, Luclia and Ada. He resided with his mother for a while at 151 Main Street in Steelton 

Pa. He enlisted in Atlantic City New Jersey with the Navy. His listed assignment on the ship 

was a Mess Attendant 3rd Class. This gave him the opportunity to visit several countries.  

He will be remembered by the veterans of the Civil War, Spanish American War and World 

War I when they organized the segregated Andrew Askin American Legion Post 479 in 

Steelton, Pa. He will be remembered in history and in prayers. His remains along with the 

crew of 306 and ship were never found to date almost one hundred years ago. Thank you all 

for your service.  

 

 

The US Cyclops pictured in the New York harbor 1911 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Remembering our veterans 

 

With Friends of Midland 

Bruce Horner 

 

Rare Book Collector of Dauphin County’s History  



 

FRIENDS OF MIDLAND CEMETERY 

COMPLIMENTS 

From 

The Officers and Members of 

Ephraim Slaughter American Legion Post 733 

Commander Jimmy T. Mathis 

Adjutant Diana Davis 

“Still Serving Veterans and the Community” 

 
The up lifting music prior to, during and 

after the service has been provided by 

the 

Spiritual Messengers 

The group members are Elder Moses 

Jackson, Dec. James McFarland, Bro. 

Wayne Bouleware, Bro. Daniel Stern, 

Bro. George Hamilton, Bro. Jim 

McGroarty, Bro. Mark Ward 

They are a local group that has taken their 

message by music around central 

Pennsylvania to help the heart and uplift the 

spirit with their blessings of song. 

Contact them at: 

https://spiritualmessengerswarriorsfor

god.bandcamp.com 

 

The Friends of Midland dedicate this 

program to our past board member “Sonny 

Howard” who was a great supporter from 

the beginning of our journey to restore and 

preserve the historic Midland Cemetery. 

Sonny was our big brother, friend and 

advisor. He will be missed by many. God 

bless him and his family. 


